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Madam Speaker, I have dedicated my life to 

Gandhi’s words, ‘‘Nonviolence is a weapon of 
the strong.’’ Nonviolence was the foundation 
of the Civil Rights and Quit India movement. 
I hope that all of my colleagues will appreciate 
the value of nonviolence as a means to 
achieving both domestic and global peace. I 
hope they will join me in support of this very 
simple resolution. 

f 

DARÍO SILVA-SILVA: A GREAT 
COMMUNITY LEADER 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 3, 2009 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to congratulate Darı́o Silva-Silva for 
being such an inspiring member of our south 
Florida community and for his community 
service and humanitarian work. His exemplary 
work and dedication to journalism, his church 
and our community. 

Darı́o, born in Colombia, has been a protes-
tant preacher, social commentator and jour-
nalist for more than 30 years. His service has 
been promoted through numerous print media, 
radio stations and television channels. Silva is 
the minister of the Christian church The House 
Over the Rock, with twenty congregations in 
Colombia and one in Miami. He is the director 
of the television show ‘‘Hechos y Crónicas’’, 
which is seen in various countries in Latin- 
American. In addition, he is a visiting pro-
fessor at the Continued Studies School at the 
University of Miami Koubek Memorial Center 
and is a member of the Advisory Logo Coun-
sel of the Christian College in Jacksonville. In 
2001, the city of Miami recognized Darı́o for 
his inspiring work and dedication by declaring 
December 15 as the ‘‘Day of Reverend Doctor 
Darı́o Silva-Silva.’’ 

Once again, I would like to express my ad-
miration of Darı́o for his dedication to jour-
nalism, his faith and the community. I wish 
him well and know that he will spend many 
more years serving his fellow man. 

f 

HONORING THE STUDENTS, 
TEACHERS AND ADMINISTRA-
TORS AT WAXHAW ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL 

HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 3, 2009 

Mrs. MYRICK. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to honor and recognize the students, teachers 
and administrators at Waxhaw Elementary 
School in Waxhaw, North Carolina. During the 
month of November, Waxhaw Elementary stu-
dents collected 2,742 food items for the 
school’s 2009 Food Drive. 

The food went to provide Thanksgiving 
meals to twenty-five families in the area. Fami-
lies were able to come to the school to ‘‘shop’’ 
for Thanksgiving items, and were able to se-
lect either a ham or a turkey to complete their 
meal. 

At a time when families across our area 
struggle to put food on the table, I am so im-
pressed by the compassion and willingness to 

help others shown by the Waxhaw Elementary 
family. Students not only contributed to the 
food drive, but were able to experience the re-
ward that comes with helping others. What 
better lesson can we teach our young people, 
especially during the holiday season? 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to say that 
I represent Waxhaw Elementary School. In a 
day and age where people tend to think only 
of themselves, here is a shining example of a 
group of young people who have reached out 
to make their community a better place by 
helping the less fortunate. I hope that this 
wonderful effort will continue at Waxhaw Ele-
mentary for many years to come. 

f 

HONORING MR. STEPHEN 
HODGKINS 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 3, 2009 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, it is a 
privilege to rise today to congratulate Mr. Ste-
phen Hodgkins as he ends a successful term 
as President of the Memphis Area Home-
builders Association. 

As homebuilders in Memphis and across 
Shelby, Fayette and Tipton County continue to 
weather an unrelenting storm of economic un-
certainty, Stephen has provided a strong and 
steady hand of unwavering leadership that has 
shined as a beacon of hope and instilled con-
fidence in MAHA members when his organiza-
tion has needed it the most. 

Throughout the course of his term as Presi-
dent, Stephen has been a relentless advocate 
for homebuilders and has worked tirelessly in 
reaching out to legislators in Nashville and in 
Washington, DC. Throughout our many dis-
cussions I have always found Stephen’s ad-
vice to be insightful as we continue to look for 
ways to reinvigorate the housing market and 
alleviate the hardships that continue to face 
homebuilders across West Tennessee. 

While the forecast for the housing market 
still remains unclear one thing that has always 
been certain is that Stephen’s success as a 
leader is deeply rooted in the skills he has de-
veloped over 36 years as a mortgage banker 
and later through the launch of his home 
building company Oaktree Homes LLC. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Mr. Stephen Hodgkins for 
a successful term as President of the Mem-
phis Area Homebuilders Association and wish 
him the best in all of his future endeavors. 

f 

MEDICARE PHYSICIAN PAYMENT 
REFORM ACT OF 2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 19, 2009 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of the Medicare Physician Payment Re-
form Act, H.R. 3961, legislation that would en-
sure that physicians are reimbursed fairly for 
treating Medicare patients. Improving this pay-
ment system is vital to improving our nation’s 
health insurance system. 

There is broad consensus that the current 
Medicare formula for reimbursing physicians, 
the Sustainable Growth Rate (SGR), is fun-
damentally flawed. This formula would be 
eliminated by this bill and replaced with a bet-
ter structure for Medicare physician payments. 
Without this necessary action, doctors’ pay-
ments would be cut 21 percent in 2010, forc-
ing many doctors to stop accepting Medicare 
patients and undermining the ability of millions 
of Medicare beneficiaries to get the care they 
need to stay healthy. I am pleased that this 
new formula would compensate physicians 
fairly for their services to seniors. 

As a U.S. Representative and the spouse of 
a physician, I have heard from many physi-
cians, nurses, and other health care providers 
frustrated with the annual ritual of preventing 
major Medicare physician payment cuts. I am 
pleased that this legislation, a crucial part of 
health care reform, would stop this cycle and 
reset the Medicare physician payment base-
line to ensure seniors continue to have access 
to their doctors. In addition, this bill recognizes 
the importance of primary care, a key compo-
nent of health reform, and would provide sen-
iors with greater access to primary care practi-
tioners. This would help seniors with greater 
coordination of their medical care and promote 
medical care that keeps seniors healthy. 

In addition to stopping the Medicare physi-
cian payment cuts, the legislation also would 
implement the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act. 
This Act would require all new spending to be 
paid for and not increase the debt by insti-
tuting pay-as-you-go budgeting as law. I sup-
port pay-as-you-go rules because fiscal dis-
cipline must always be a hallmark of our gov-
ernment. In the 1990s with pay-as-you-go as 
the law, we turned the massive deficits of the 
1980s into a record surplus under President 
Clinton. Pay-as-you-go is only one tool, but it 
is a strong one to return our nation back to fis-
cal stability. 

I voted in favor of this bill to help physicians 
and health care providers continue to provide 
excellent service to our nation’s seniors. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF NAO TAKASUGI 

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 3, 2009 

Mr. GALLEGLY. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
memory of Nao Takasugi, a former California 
assemblyman and Oxnard mayor, who passed 
away last week after 87 years of dedication to 
family, friends, his country and his community. 

Nao and I served together on the Ventura 
County Regional Sanitation Board more than 
30 years ago and he and his wife, Judy, 
quickly became friends with me and my wife, 
Janice. I have also been friends with his son 
Russell for more than 30 years though Rus-
sell’s law partnership with Bob Huber. They 
are a close and strong family. 

Nao was an incredible gentleman. I don’t 
think I ever heard him raise his voice. His 
strength was in quiet determination, a will to 
do good always, and an undyingly optimistic 
outlook. 

Nao’s parents immigrated to the United 
States from Japan and set up shop in Oxnard, 
California, where Nao was born on April 5, 
1922. When World War II broke out, Nao was 
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a junior at UCLA and he was called home to 
help his family pack their belongings. With 
thousands of other Japanese-Americans, the 
Takasugi family was sent to internment 
camps, first at the Tulare County fairgrounds 
and then at Gila River, Arizona. 

Nao’s parents would have lost the Asahi 
Market his father had owned and operated 
since 1907 if it hadn’t been for an employee, 
Ignacio Carmona, who offered to run it in their 
absence. When the family returned, Ignacio 
handed the keys over and thanked Nao’s fa-
ther for the opportunity to run the business. 

Nao’s family spent the entire war in an in-
ternment camp but Nao was offered an oppor-
tunity to continue his studies through a pro-
gram run by the American Friends Service 
Committee and the Quakers in Philadelphia. 
He completed his business degree at Temple 
University in 1945 and went on to earn his 
master’s from the Wharton School at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania. 

Then he returned to Oxnard to help run 
Asahi Market. 

In Tom Brokaw’s book, The Greatest Gen-
eration, Nao described the internment camp 
experience this way: ‘‘I find that I am com-
pelled to remember the best—not the worst— 
of that time. To focus not on the grave depri-
vation of rights which beset us all, but rather 
on the countless shining moments of virtue 
that emerged from the shadows of that dark 
hour.’’ 

Nao’s road into politics mirrored my own. 
When the city denied his plans for a new sign, 
he decided politics needed a businessman’s 
perspective. He was appointed to the planning 
commission, ran for city council and won, ran 
for mayor and won consecutive terms, ran for 
the California Assembly and was elected to 
three terms, then was elected to two terms on 
the Oxnard Harbor Commission. 

Nao experienced the best and the worst that 
America had to offer during often trying times. 
Many Americans experienced the best Amer-
ica has to offer because of Nao’s friendship, 
compassion and dedication to his country. I 
will miss him. 

Madam Speaker, I know my colleagues will 
join me in sending our condolences to Judy, 
their children, and all their family and friends, 
and in remembering a gentle man who left an 
indelible mark. 

f 

HONORING SHANNON BOAZ OF 
SONOMA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 3, 2009 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Shannon Boaz, 
wife, mother, sister, daughter, friend and inspi-
ration to all who came in contact with her, who 
passed away November 21, 2009, after a long 
battle with leukemia. 

Shannon was an extraordinary woman who 
did not let her terminal diagnosis dampen her 
fighting spirit. She was first diagnosed with 
leukemia in June 2008, but by December of 
that year, the disease had remarkably gone 
into remission. She immediately began work-
ing with the committee in her hometown of 
Healdsburg, California to organize the annual 
anti-cancer ‘‘Relay for Life,’’ which was held in 

June 2009 and was named the Relay’s Sur-
vivor Honoree. 

Fate intervened on the last day of the Relay 
when her doctors determined that her cancer 
had returned. During the last four months of 
her life, much of it spent in the hospital, she 
continued to work with and comfort other leu-
kemia and cancer patients. 

To family and friends, Shannon would often 
state that she had the perfect life with her hus-
band, Healdsburg Fire Captain Jason Boaz, 
and their two young sons, Jackson and Austin. 

Shannon was born in Los Angeles on No-
vember 22, 1970, and moved to Sonoma 
County when she was five years old. She 
graduated from Geyserville High School in 
1988 and received a degree in Business Ad-
ministration from California Polytechnic State 
University in 1993. 

Following college, she worked as a flight at-
tendant for United Airlines and was in the air 
on 9/11, flying from Boise, Idaho to San Fran-
cisco. Shannon took a furlough following 9/11 
to raise her family and manage the construc-
tion of the family home in Healdsburg. She 
worked as a realtor at Full Spectrum Prop-
erties in Healdsburg for the last few years of 
her life. 

Madam Speaker, Shannon Boaz was a re-
spected and well loved member of the 
Healdsburg community who will be missed by 
her family and friends. It is therefore appro-
priate that we remember and honor her today. 

f 

HONORING RON EMERZIAN 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 3, 2009 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commend and congratulate Ron 
Emerzian upon being named ‘‘Citizen of the 
Year’’ by the American Legion, Post 74. Mr. 
Emerzian was recognized on Wednesday, No-
vember 11, 2009, at the 62nd annual Citizen 
of the Year dinner and Veterans Day observ-
ance in Modesto, California. 

Mr. Ron Emerzian was born and raised in 
Modesto, California. Upon graduating from 
Stanford University, he moved back to his 
hometown. He went to work for E & J Gallo 
Winery, where his primary focus was on sales 
and distribution. He also served as the vice 
president of sales, vice president of organiza-
tional development and vice president of cor-
porate giving and community affairs for the 
company. After 47 years with E & J Gallo Win-
ery, Mr. Emerzian retired. 

Since his retirement, Mr. Emerzian has 
turned his attention to community involvement. 
He has served as the chairman of the board 
for several local non-profits, including Cali-
fornia State University, Stanislaus, the United 
Way, YMCA, Stanislaus Partners in Education, 
and the Education Foundation of Stanislaus 
County. Currently, Mr. Emerzian serves as the 
chairman of the United Way Children’s Council 
and the After-school Coalition of Stanislaus. 
He serves on the board of Save Mart Cares, 
Juline’s Foundation for Children, and the 
United Samaritans, which serves 35,000 
meals to the hungry every month. He is also 
a member of the Modesto Rotary. Earlier this 
year, Mr. Emerzian was named chairman of 
the board for the Gallo Center for the Arts in 
Modesto. 

Mr. Emerzian has been married to Janice 
for 44 years. They have two sons, Michael 
and Matthew. Michael attended Stanford and 
the University of California, Los Angeles, and 
is currently a physician living in Sacramento 
with his wife and their two children. Matthew 
attended the University of California, Los An-
geles for his bachelor’s degree and his grad-
uate work. He currently lives in Los Angeles 
and has recently co-authored a book ‘‘Every 
Monday Matters’’. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate Ron Emerzian upon being 
named ‘‘Citizen of the Year.’’ I invite my col-
leagues to join me in wishing Mr. Emerzian 
many years of continued success. 

f 

HONORING AND CONGRATULATING 
COLONEL DANIEL L. RUBINI 

HON. PATRICK J. MURPHY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 3, 2009 

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor and 
congratulate my friend Colonel Daniel L. 
Rubini. 

Colonel Daniel L. Rubini, or Larry as we all 
know him, has dedicated his life to the rule of 
law, traveling across the globe to help strug-
gling nations, often engulfed in devastating 
conflicts, establish the fundamental elements 
of a successful democracy. A 40-year Bucks 
County resident, Colonel Rubini has lent his 
expertise and commitment to make life better 
for veterans and military families across our 
region, always lending a hand when his broth-
ers and sisters of the Armed Forces find them-
selves in need. 

It’s been my privilege to work alongside 
Colonel Rubini as we fought to fmally bring a 
Veterans Cemetery to Bucks County, an honor 
long overdue for the veterans of southeastern 
Pennsylvania. He’s been the driving force to 
clean up the unmarked graves at Washing-
ton’s Crossing Park to make sure that those 
first American soldiers get the recognition they 
deserve. I have been proud to partner with 
Colonel Rubini to help the men and women of 
Iraq and Afghanistan who have risked their 
lives to assist the American military as trans-
lators. Those brave souls have no greater ad-
vocate than Colonel Rubini, who has helped 
countless men and women find safe haven 
from those who seek to harm them because 
they stood up for their country and fought for 
democracy. No matter what, Colonel Rubini is 
always there to make sure returning soldiers 
receive a warm welcome home, as well as a 
warm meal. 

Colonel Rubini will be receiving the William 
H. Eastburn III Award from the Bucks County 
Bar Association for his contributions to the 
Bucks County judicial system. The award goes 
to someone who has encouraged a greater re-
spect and understanding for the law, and chal-
lenged others to take personal responsibility 
as citizens. 

Colonel Rubini has done great things, not 
just for this Nation, but for countries through-
out the world. He has helped to bring the rule 
of law to places like Kuwait and Haiti, while 
continuing to fight for justice in Pennsylvania. 
He’s a true veteran’s advocate and I’m proud 
to call him my friend. 
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